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Effective Feb. 1: Notes On Argentine Reaction
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Jan. 31: Argentine Coast Guard vessels patrolled territorial waters in the South Atlantic surrounding
the Malvinas islands. Naval vessels were instructed to stay clear of the area. Moreover, the Coast
Guard was ordered to avoid passage through the 200-mile exclusive economic zone declared by
Britain on Oct. 29 and scheduled to go into effect Feb. 1. The Coast Guard is equipped to seize
fishing vessels in Argentine territorial waters which lack required licenses. Many Coast Guard
members are veterans of the 1982 Malvinas war. Feb. 1: British military vessels patrolled the seas
surrounding the Malvinas. They reported that no fishing craft were seen in the area on the first
day Britain's exclusive economic zone went into effect. Although Buenos Aires disputes British
sovereignty over the archipelago, the Foreign Ministry reported that Argentine naval vessels have
instructions to "avoid incidents" with the British. Fishing licenses offered by Britain cost between
$62,000 and $77,000. As of Feb. 1, license applications for 215 vessels from 10 nations had been
received. The sale of fishing rights is expected to generate some $10.9 million. The first vessels to
receive permits from Britain to fish in its economic zone surrounding the Malvinas were Spanish,
soon followed by Japanese operators. Feb. 2: British officials announced Chilean fishing boats will
operate in the exclusive fishing zone surrounding the Malvinas islands. At least three Chilean
vessels are expected to begin operations in the zone. Thus far, Chile was the only Latin American
nation to receive a permit to fish in the British-controlled area. During the 1982 war, Chilean
president Gen. Augusto Pinochet collaborated with Britain. British military aircraft and ships were
permitted to re-fuel in Chilean territory during the conflict that ended with British reoccupation
of the archipelago. In return for Chilean cooperation, the government of Margaret Thatcher
reportedly authorized weapons sales to Santiago. Peronist Deputy Jose Octavio Bordon described
Britain's "attitude" as anachronistic and colonialist in that it is in flagrant contradiction to all
recommendations extended by international organizations, including the United Nations. He said
Britain's recent unilateral decision to impose an exclusive fishing zone surrounding the Malvinas
was intended to ensure the continuity of conflict in the South Atlantic. According to Bordon, the
United Kingdom is acting in an irresponsible fashion, adding that London has effectively broken
agreements established after the 1982 war. Radical party Deputy Balbino Zubiri said Argentina will
not provoke incidents in the archipelago area. However, he added, this does mean the government
will fail to continue defending its sovereign rights in the South Atlantic. Meanwhile, Socialist party
leader Guillermo Estevez Boero called for action. The government, he said, should retaliate by
seizure of British economic interests in the country, and suspending loan payments to English
banks. Feb. 3: In an interview with PRENSA LATINA, British MP Tony Benn said the US is squarely
behind British actions to maintain control over the Malvinas (Falklands) Islands for strategic and
economic reasons. On the one hand, British occupation of the area ensures NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization) control over a "strategic route to southern Africa." On the other, he said, both
the US and Britain are interested in exploiting the region's maritime oilfields. The Labor Party MP,
a vocal member of the opposition to the Conservative government, has been particularly critical of
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's "special relations" with the Reagan administration. Benn said
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military incidents in the South Atlantic would likely be damaging to Thatcher's re-election chances.
This probably explains, he added, the virtual silence of the British press and government officials
on the renewal of tensions in the area with the implementation of Britain's exclusive economic zone
on Feb. 1. According to some Argentine politicians Britain imposed the exclusive economic zone in
retaliation to Buenos Aires' decision to grant fishing licenses to socialist bloc countries, particularly
the Soviet Union and Bulgaria. The Foreign Ministry has asserted it will promote similar economic
agreements with Asian and European Economic Community countries as a means to legitimize its
sovereign rights in the South Atlantic. Peronist Deputy Jose Bordon told reporters the Argentine
fishing agreements with other nations do not violate international law, and therefore are not subject
to legitimate complaints by any nation-state. Deputy Lucia Alberti, of the ruling Civic Radical
Union party, charged the Argentine rightwing of siding with British and US interests in the South
Atlantic. The right, she said, has attempted to blame the Foreign Ministry for increasing tensions
in the area. Alberti praised Argentine diplomacy, and asserted that existing fishing agreements are
outcomes of a coherent policy of consolidating Argentina's inalienable rights in the South Atlantic.
Meanwhile, the Peoples Front, a coalition of Communists, Socialists and Peronists, also offered
praise for the government's position on British claims in the area, as well as decisions to ratify
fishing agreements with socialist nations and others "despite pressure from Washington." Pablo
Giussani, columnist for the daily newspaper LA RAZON (Buenos Aires), said Washington used the
1982 Malvinas war to incorporate the region into the strategic designs of NATO. The militarization
of the South Atlantic, he added, should be perceived as an arrogant violation of the recent resolution
by the United Nations which declared the area a "peace zone," i.e., off-limits for the placement
or installation of sophisiticated modern weaponry, particularly nuclear weapons. Ret. Captain
Ernesto Facundo Urien said the current military buildup in the archipelago was devised to see Latin
America integrated into the US-led "struggle against the socialist community." Argentine observers
have reported that London has thus far constructed a military "fortress" which has cost British
taxpayers an average of $500,000 per resident of the Malvinas. President of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Argentine Senate, Adolfo Gass, initiated a series of meetings with Venezuelan
legislators and government officials to explain his government's position on the dispute with Britain
over the sovereignty of the Malvinas archipelago. Gass, member of the ruling Civic Radical Union
party, is also head of the Latin American Institute of Political Studies (Instituto Latinoamericano
de Estudios Politicos), headquartered in Caracas. He met with Gonzalo Barrios, head of Accion
Democratica, Venezuela's ruling party, on Feb. 3. (Basic data from several reports by PRENSA
LATINA, NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS, UPI, AP)
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